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Dear Friends, 

 

It feels like life renewal, finally! With the return of the growing season, many of us having 
received vaccines, older kids going back to school this month, and the warmth of the sun, 
it feels like renewal. 

 

What catches my attention right now is the way in which many are using the phrase: “Getting back to normal.”  

 

I understand the feeling behind it, but is this what we want and hope for? Normal? What is “normal?” What is it 
about us that wants “normal” life? Is the world we live in ever “normal?” 

Do we think about those whose “normal” is neither safe nor comforting? 

 

The mystery of Christ’s suffering, death and resurrection invites us beyond “normal” to the vision and reality of 
creation renewed.  

 

Easter and resurrection are neither naïve nor trite. We can look at our greatest problems straight in the eye; 
what we are most afraid of; our deepest darkness. If the pandemic has taught us anything, we should be more 
aware that all of our problems are all of our problems. We can no longer be care-less about life on the other side 
of the globe. We are in this world together. Red, yellow, black, white. Left, right, middle. The Good Samaritan is 
now a global parable. 

 

We need this lesson for the kinds of problems our children and theirs will face. The world needs to heal. Our old 
and current ways will not suffice. “Normal” is not good enough. The life-giving and life-sustaining Creation hangs 
in the balance. This is too terrible to contemplate, so we generally don’t. And we attack the prophets who tell us 
this truth.  

 

Although extremely smart and visionary people are working on solutions to our global unsustainability, we       
ordinary people have an important role to play: To live and share a Gospel of unbordered Love.   

 

The Church can no longer simply be enclaves and sanctuaries. We are people for the world…For God so loves the 
world that he gave his only begotten (John 3.16). Redemption is not leaving the world behind, but to be a healing 
presence for the world; to be the salt of the earth (Mt. 5).  

 

The spiritual question of our day is whether we will turn to one another, not just personally but as global citizens 
and neighbors. Faith in the resurrection of Christ is faith in the power of Love that renews life—for you, for me, 
for our entire world.  

 

Love to you in this Easter renewal, 

Pastor John Marboe 



ALL ARE WELCOME AT ZION’S FOOD MINISTRY 

On Thursdays, Zion distributes food for our neighbors and friends.   
 

Please come between 1 and 3 p.m. to 

get your free bag of groceries and a 

hot lunch to take home. 
 

We have served 188 people in March.  

Any leftover perishables are delivered to 

Keystone and/or Salvation Army.  

 

Zion practices social distancing.   Free face masks are available. 

 

Food for Thought:  You’re only here for a short visit.  Don’t hurry, don’t worry, and stop to smell the flowers along the way. 



April 4  — Kassity Mathison 

April 5th — Monica Rice 

April 7th — Steve Widerski 

April 8th — Lorelei Mathison 

April 16th — Allison Widerski 

April 19th — Christopher Skaggs 

April 21 — Cheryl Indehar 

April 23rd — Andrea Marboe 

April 26th — Sandra Luchsinger 

Scripture Readings 

March  
    Income:   $7,066.01 
    Bills paid: $8,020.08 

  

Thank you to all who are a part of Zion's 
community for your generosity.  

May you all have a blessed Easter filled 
with love and joy. 

  

Janet Quarn 

Treasurer 

Church council meeting 

will be via Zoom at  

6 pm on January 19th 

 

 

April 1st, Thursday, will be the Maundy Service at 5 p.m. 
 

Good Friday Prayer Walk: 
12 noon: Short Prayer Service at Bethlehem either inside or outside. 
12.30 Lunch available from Shobi's Table Food Truck at Bethlehem 
1.00 Prayer Walk begins from Bethlehem with the follow-
ing stops: 
Bethlehem (Mark 14:17-25) 
Zion (Mark 14:26-51) 
Assembly of the Elders/Courtyard of the High Priest--
TBD--possibly Central Baptist? (Mark 14:53-72) 
Pivot Building (Mark 15:1-15) 
Allianz (Mark 15:16-20) 
Hamline Park (Mark 15:21-47) 

April. 4  
Resurrection of Our Lord-Easter Day  
Acts 10:34-43 
Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24  
1 Corinthians 15:1-11  
Mark 16:1-8 
 
April 11 — Second Sunday of Easter   
Acts 4:32-35  
Psalm 133   
1 John 1:1—2:2  
John 20:19-31 
 
April 18 — Third Sunday of Easter   
Acts 3:12-19  
Psalm 4   
1 John 3:1-7 
 Luke 24:36b-48 
 
April 25 — Fourth Sunday of Easter   
Acts 4:5-12  
Psalm 23   
1 John 3:16-24 
John 10:11-18 



 

 

April Sunday services will continue in person and 

via Zoom.   

10:00 a.m. 

(Followed by Coffee Time on Zoom) 

 

In-person attendance is now allowed,                                              

or for about 50 people in our sanctuary.   

 

  All recommended precautions will be followed:   

  Please wear masks (masks are available free) 

 10 ft. social distance: (recommended for singing) 

No touching during peace  /  Careful communion  /  Hand Sanitizer available 

 

Any with health concerns please stay home and join us remotely as able. 

Thank you to Tom and Mira Kehoe, and Ron Evaniuk for the beautiful music they bring 

each week to our Service. 

 

“Called by God’s grace to celebrate and share the love of God in our neighborhood” 
—Zion’s Mission Statement 

Recordings  of our Sunday worship services are available on-line                                                               

Zion’s website:  www.zlcmidway.org 

Donation Options: 
 
—Mail–in to church: (Zion Lutheran Church, 1697 Lafond Ave., St. Paul, MN  55104) 
—In person during worship, to office:  through mail slot courtyard door. 
—Automatic bill pay from your bank using Zion’s mailing address  
—Donate button on Zion's web page. (3% fee for service) 



ZLC 2.0ZLC 2.0¹¹  

 

 

All are at 6:00 p.m.²  

● April 14th — Dave Hedenstrom, “My Journey to Becoming a  Minnesota 

 Master Naturalist” 

● May 12th — Janet Quarn, “My Trip to Africa and the Orphanage Zion        

 Supports in Iringa, Tanzania” 

● June 9th — Phoebe Waugh, “My Experimentation with Watercolor 

 Painting” 

¹  ZLC 2.0 (Zion Lutheran Church) is the virtual congregation that worships,  fellowships and  serves alongside Zion’s in-building congregation. 

²  All time references are Minnesota (Central) time. 

³  All ZLC 2.0 events & activities take place on the Zion Zoom meeting.  For details, email the church at zionlc.midway@gmail.com. 

Zion Virtual University (ZVU) 

Have questions about worshipping and/or fellowshipping virtually?  Need help using Zoom on 

your home computer, laptop, tablet or phone?  Contact Ross to schedule a personalized,   

one-on-one coaching session: ross.jacobsen@gmail.com or 719-337-0797 

 
Q: What is Coffee Time?   
 
A: Think fellowship hall after church, only on Zoom.  Following each Sunday service, the music team plays a 
postlude for 10'ish minutes.  Virtual worshippers are invited to enjoy the music while muted, then turn on their 
video and audio and discuss the service (sermon, music, etc.) and share life.  There's no timetable, but it usu-
ally lasts for 20-30 minutes.  In-building worshippers are encouraged to participate via the sanctuary Zoom 
computer or join in using their phone.  The conversation is always spirited and fun.  Give it a try.   

Enneagram 
Each week Zion offers a small group experience to explore the transformative possibilities of the Enneagram.         
The Enneagram is a method to explore one's own unique personality in relationship to others and to life itself.         

The basic idea is to reflect on our lives in light of nine ("ennea" in Greek) personality types (with infinite variations of 
course), as a lens to understand ourselves better and to grow. We meet via Zoom using the same meeting ID as our 
Sunday gatherings. Feel free to ask Pastor John, Janet Quarn, Phoebe Waugh, or Marlin Osthus for more details. 

Thursdays 11:15 a.m. to 12:15 p.m. 



Katie’s web site:  
http://katielangston.com/sealed/ 
 
Katie Langston's book launch link: 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZvHsQV8NRWQ 
 
 
Join author Katie Langston reading from her new book, "Sealed - An Unexpected Journey into the Heart of 

Grace.” In addition to a signed book giveaway, Katie will take questions from the audience.  
 
7:30pm CDT on Wednesday, April 7, 2021. 

 
Here's a brief description of Katie’s book:  
Born and raised a devout Mormon in Utah, Katie Langston chronicles her unexpected conversion to 
orthodox Christianity with candor and theological depth. Her remarkable debut memoir is a meditation 
on religious fundamentalism, mental illness, and belonging—a gripping story of transformation told 
with generosity and insight. 
 
Katie’s bio: 
My bio: Katie Langston is a doubter by nature and a believer by grace. She is the director of digital 
strategy for Luther Seminary’s innovation team, where she oversees digital projects aimed at cultivat-
ing vibrant Christian spirituality in a postmodern, post-Christian cultural context. She writes and 
speaks to Christian audiences about Mormonism, and to Mormon audiences about Christianity, and is 
a popular blogger, podcast guest, and preacher. A pastoral intern preparing for ordination the Evan-
gelical Lutheran Church in America, Katie lives in the greater Twin Cities area with her husband, two 
daughters, and dog Buffy (named, of course, after the Vampire Slayer). Sealed is her first book. 

http://katielangston.com/sealed/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZvHsQV8NRWQ


 

Food for Thought:  When the pioneers crossed the plains in covered wagons, do you suppose the kids kept asking, “Are we there yet?” 


