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Dear Friends, 

“Whoever gives even a cup of cold water to a little one in the name 

of a disciple…will not lose their reward.”  --Matthew 10 

Basic kindness, however small, is the mark of true discipleship. It 

changes our world. It changes us. It changes others. It changes the 

spiritual situation because it changes relationships. It reveals the true nature of who 

we most essentially are; what “kind” of people we are created to be. 

The word itself is revealing. “Kindness” is expressed by action, but it is more. It comes 

from the awareness and the feeling that we are of the same “kind,” that we are all 

“kin.” 

Kindness, at heart, is a shift in the way we see others as belonging to us, and we to 

them. As one family, of one Creator, and living by the grace of one divine Spirit. In 

John, chapter one, it reads: “He was in the beginning with God, and without him noth-

ing was made that has been made. In him was Life, and the Life is the Light of all peo-

ple. The Light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.” 

We read this passage at Christmas time as we remember the birth of Christ and what 

we call the Incarnation. But look closely. Christ is alive from the beginning, giving life 

to ALL people. Not only this, but the “light that shines in the darkness” does not belong 

to Jesus (or God, or the Word) alone. 

The Light of the Life from God is in all people.  

We live in a perilous time. If we believe most climate experts, we are at the brink of 

the point of no return toward an uninhabitable planet. Some people doing some things 

cannot change the situation enough. We need all people (nations) doing all things 

possible. We are in a pandemic with no end in sight (125,000 Americans dead at this 

time). This disease can’t be addressed by some people doing some things. We need 

to come together in common concern for all. Our history of racial inequities, dehuman-

ization and violence has erupted in our streets and we don’t know how this will pro-

ceed. But we all hope for a new way of being together. 

These crises, in these times, require kindness. Not the kindness of 

“being nice,” being polite,” or merely “helping others.” These are fine 

things. But rather kind-ness: the recognition of the Divine Spirit of 

God in every other. That we are one global family. Technology has 

made the world so much smaller and interconnected with all peo-

ples in ways unfathomable to us just a few years ago. There is no 

going back. We need to learn to live together as one human family 

with greater equity, opportunity, and access to basic needs. 
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Is this pie in the sky? I don’t think so. I am well aware of all the fears and doubts we 

may have. So much, however, depends on our spiritual response. I am convinced that 

the Light of the Life of God is a light within every being. It can be hidden under many 

things, but not extinguished. This light shines in our darkness (mine, yours, ours) and 

darkness shall not overcome it.  

Moreover, when we awaken to our kind-ness with every other, when we realize our kin

-ship with every being, there is a more abundant life ahead. Our differences become 

part of the shared tapestry of our human experience. Differing religious symbols and 

stories become matters of holy curiosity instead of dismissal. Cultural contributions 

can enrich us all. Ultimately there are no “sides.” Only parts to a Whole. Conflicts will 

never go away. Tensions and divisions are part of life, and essential to growth. We 

need not be afraid of them. Jesus taught they are sure to come. But that through 

them, a different vision is born. “A new heaven and a new earth,” as it says in Revela-

tion. 

Our little community, Zion, gives out “cups of cold water” in the name of discipleship. I 

pray that we are also “kind,” and increasingly part of a new vision beyond “un-kind” 

polarities. We are in this together. 

 

In Peace, 

Pastor John Marboe 



ALL ARE WELCOME AT ZION’S FOOD MINISTRY 

Thursday’s Zion distribute food for our neighbors.   
 

Please come at 1 p.m. to get your free bag of groceries 

and a lunch to take home. 
 

1:00 pm to 3:00 pm 

June Financials 
 

Income $6,681.00 

 

Bills paid  $10,218.85 

 

Thank you to all who have generously donated to Zion.   

 

 

Janet Quarn, Treasurer 
 

 



Scripture Readings 

 

 

 

To all of Zion’s volunteers! 

“Called by God’s grace to celebrate and share the love of God in our neighborhood” 
—Zion’s Mission Statement 

July 5  — Sixth Sunday of Pentecost 
 
Zechariah 9:9-12  
Psalm 145:8-14   
Romans 7:15-25a  
Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30 
 
July 12 – Seventh Sunday of Pente-

cost 

Isaiah 55:10-13  
Psalm 65:[1-8] 9-13  
Romans 8:1-11  
Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23 
 

July 19 – Eighth Sunday of Pentecost 

 
Isaiah 44:6-8   
Psalm 86:11-17   
Romans 8:12-25  
Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43 
 
July 26 – Ninth Sunday of Pentecost 
 
1 Kings 3:5-12  
Psalm 119:129-136   
Romans 8:26-39  
Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52 

 

 

 

 

 

Paul Reinschmidt  July 1st 

Shelly Baumgart  July 3rd 

Ayden Mathison  July 7th 

Blair Johnson  July 8th 

Michael Mathison July 8th 

Emma Waugh  July 10th 

Sharon Juen  July 20th 

 



June Sunday services will continue via Zoom.   

In person attendance is now allowed up to 25% capacity, or about 50 people for 

our sanctuary.   

 

  All recommended precautions will be followed:   

   

   Please wear masks 

   10 ft. social distance                    

    (recommended for singing) 

   No touching during peace 

   Sanitizer available 

   Careful communion 

 

Church council 

meeting will be    

via Zoom at  

6 pm on July 14th 




