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Dear Friends, 

 

I hope and pray that this year, in the midst of everything calling for our attention, that we are able to enter 
the mystery of Christmas. 

 

By mystery I mean its meaning beyond (or beneath) the superficial.  

 

At Christmas time it is easy to confuse the superficial with the depth. Even the pious things we do can be superficial: going to church 
and remembering the story of the birth of the Christ child, gathering as families, gift giving. Out of these come even more superficial 
traditions: Black Friday, Christmas mall music, Santa, Christmas trees, lights, sentimental stories about family and returning home and 
being kind, Christmas spirit and Christmas cheer. 

 

All these things are great (well, not the mall music), but only if the depth is also there. Without the depth, they can be dark and de-
structive; sources of stress, alienation, loneliness and even enmity. We think it important that Christmas ought to be a certain way. It 
ought to be honored publicly in a certain way. It should be observed by our family in a certain way. We should be merry, happy and 
cheerful. We need to get cards out and shopping done. It should be like it used to be. It should not be how it is nowadays. And so forth. 
Christmas can therefore be oppressive. It can leave people feeling cold and outside—like Jesus and his parents in the actual story. 

 

Well then, what is the meaning of Christmas? It is a mystery. It is a mystery that can be pointed to by gift giving, and gatherings, and 
remembrance. Or it can be obscured by them. 

 

The mystery of Christmas is spoken in the Gospels. “In him was life, and that life is the light in all people. That light shines in the dark-
ness and the darkness cannot overcome it.” It is spoken through each of the Gospels, but this passage from John chapter one is most 
clear. Christmas is an affirmation of life—of every life and all of life. It says that what is true of this particular life--Christ--is also true of 
you. And me. And everybody. Incarnation is not merely about one special person, Jesus, it is about every person. It is a symbol of the 
profound truth of God’s presence in every and all life. 

 

Life is not found in believing or ritualizing something about Jesus, or Jesus’ birth, or incarnation. That would be magical thinking. Ra-
ther, the Christmas story tells us that we all share in the life and love of God from the beginning of time to the end of time, and be-
yond. It tells us that the darkness has not, and shall not, overcome that. This is not a formula, or a belief system, or something to be 
defended. It just is.  

This Christmas joy cannot be assailed nor taken away… 

 

Blessings, 

Pastor John Marboe 

 

P.S. This December at Zion is full of opportunities that may just point us to the depth of the season: 

“A Quiet Place,” each Wednesday in Advent at 6pm.  

“Bandcake Benefit Concert and Singalong” Dec. 4th, 11am – 1pm. 

“The Best Christmas Pageant Ever!” featuring our children, during Sunday Church Service, Dec. 12th. 

“Pay What You Can Community Meal” on Tuesday, Dec. 14th from 11am—7pm, prepared by local vegan chef, Colin Anderson and Co. 

Christmas Eve Service, Dec. 24th, 4pm. 

Service of Lessons and Carols, Sunday Service, Dec. 26th.  



 

 

 Sunday services will continue in-person and via Zoom.  

10:00 a.m. 

 

In person attendance is now allowed for  

up to 50 people in the  sanctuary.   

 

All recommended precautions will be followed:   

(masks are available free) 

10 ft. social distance:  (recommended for singing) 

No touching during peace  /  Careful communion   

Any with health concerns please stay home and join us remotely as able. 

 

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE @ 4 PM (Dec 24th) 

Thank you to Tom and Mira Kehoe, Ron Evaniuk (Cellist), for the beautiful music they 

bring to our Service each Sunday. 
Recordings  of our Sunday worship services are available on-line                                                               

Zion’s website:  www.zlcmidway.org 

 

  Income:          $7,332.84    
  Bills paid        $8,919.22 
 

Thank you to the Zion community and friends for the support you give. 
We are approaching the "season of giving" as the commercial world calls it. 
As followers of Christ, we are always in the time of giving and receiving.   
In this copy of the Visitor is the Gratitude in Giving form we use to declare our intension for giving of 
our money to support the work of Zion. You will also receive it as a PDF so that you can print it.  We 
are asking that you consider a 5% increase over last year.  And that you continue with your prayers 
and offering of your time so that we can continue to be a blessing to our community. 
 
Janet Quarn, Treasurer 



EVERYONE IS  WELCOME AT ZION’S FOOD MINISTRY 

On Thursdays, Zion distributes food for our 

neighbors and friends.   
 

Please come between 1 and 3 p.m. to get your 

free bag of groceries and a lunch to take home. 

Any leftover perishables are delivered to the Salvation Army. 

Zion practices social distancing.       Free face masks are available. 

Bible Study:   

From the December's Gather Magazine 

December 27th at 1 pm in the Annex Room at Zion 

 

Need a copy of the study?  Call Sue at 612-597-9653 

“Called by God’s grace to celebrate and share the love of God in our 

neighborhood.” 

 

—Zion’s Mission Statement 

Enneagram 
Each week Zion offers a small group experience to explore the transformative possibilities of the 
Enneagram. The Enneagram is a method to explore one's own unique personality in relationship 

to others and to life itself. The basic idea is to reflect on our lives in light of nine ("ennea" in Greek) 
personality types (with infinite variations of course), as a lens to understand ourselves better and 

to grow. We meet via Zoom using the same meeting ID as our Sunday gatherings. Feel free to ask 
Pastor John, Janet Quarn, Phoebe Waugh, or Marlin Osthus for more details.  

 
Thursdays 11:15 a.m. to 12:15 p.m. 



 

Diane Olin — December 4th 

Merlin Simon — December 17th 

Jeremy Skaggs — December 20th 

Duane Johnson — December 23rd 

William Waugh — December 25th 

Ann Waugh — December 26th 

Meeting  

 

will be via Zoom 

6 pm on Dec. 14th 

Donation Options: 
 
—Mail–in to church: (Zion Lutheran Church, 1697 Lafond Ave., St. Paul, MN  55104) 
—In person:  during worship; or through the mail slot courtyard door 
—Automatic bill pay from your bank using Zion’s mailing address  
—Donate button on Zion's web page. (3% fee for service) 

Scripture Readings 

 

  
Dec. 5 — Second Sunday of Advent  

Malachi 3:1-4  

Luke 1:68-79 

Philippians 1:3-11  

Luke 3:1-6 

 

Dec. 12 — Third Sunday of Advent 

Zephaniah 3:14-20 

Isaiah 12:2-6 

Philippians 4:4-7 

Luke 3:7-18 

 

Dec. 19 — Fourth Sunday of Advent 

Micah 5:2-5a 

Luke 1:46b-55 

Hebrews 10:5-10  

Luke 1:39-45 [46-55] 

 

Fri. Dec. 24 — Nativity of Our Lord I, Christmas Eve Readings 

Isaiah 9:2-7 

Psalm 96 

Titus 2:11-14 

Luke 2:1-14 [15-20] 

 

Dec. 26 — First Sunday of Christmas 

Samuel 2:18-20, 26 

Psalm 148 

Colossians 3:12-17  

Luke 2:41-52 





 

 

Giving In Gratitude Form for 2022 

I/We intend to give to the mission of Zion Lutheran Church the following 

amount:   

$____________________________ 

Weekly 

Monthly  (Circle one) 

Yearly 

I/We will also pray for the mission of Zion and will offer My/Our time and 

skills as able to the work of the Church. 

 

 

 

I/We would like more information about giving electronically:  Yes_________ 

In Christ, 

(Name)    _______________________________________________________  



 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 

 

6—7 pm 

“A Quiet 

Place” 

2 

11:15 a.m. —               

Enneagram  

via Zoom 

1-3 p.m. —  

Food Ministry 

3 4 

11 am — 1pm 

Bandcake 

Concert 

5-7 pm —  

 Unique 7000 

5 

10 am Zion’s  

Worship & on 

Zoom 

11:30 am -2 pm—

Unique 7000  

Worship 

6 7 

9 am—5 pm—

Prevail 

9:30 a.m. — 

Quilting 

10 a.m.-Noon— 

Upkeepers 

8 

 

6—7 pm 

“A Quiet 

Place” 

9 

11:15 a.m. —               

Enneagram  

via Zoom 

1-3 p.m. —  

Food Ministry 

10 11 

5-7 pm —  

 Unique 7000 

12 

10 am Zion’s   

Worship & on 

Zoom 

11:30 am -2 pm—

Unique 7000 Wor-

ship 

13 14 

9 am—5 pm—

Prevail 

9:30 a.m. — Quilting 

10 a.m.-Noon— 

Upkeepers 

11am-7pm—

Community Meal 

6 pm — Church   

Council Meeting 

15 

 

6—7 pm 

“A Quiet 

Place” 

16 

11:15 a.m. —               

Enneagram  

via Zoom 

1-3 p.m. —  

Food Ministry 

17 18 

5-7 pm —  

 Unique 7000 

19 

10 am Zion’s   

Worship & on 

Zoom 

11:30 am -2 pm—

Unique 7000  

Worship 

20 21 

9 am—5 pm—

Prevail 

9:30 a.m. — 

Quilting 

10 a.m.-Noon— 

Upkeepers 

22 

 

6—7 pm 

“A Quiet 

Place” 

23 

11:15 a.m. —               

Enneagram  

via Zoom 

1-3 p.m. —  

Food Ministry 

24 

4 pm — 

Christmas 

Eve Service 

25 

 

26 

10 am Zion’s   

Worship & on 

Zoom 

11:30 am -2 pm—

Unique 7000  

Worship 

27 

1 pm —      

Bible Study 

28 

9 am—5 pm—

Prevail 

9:30 a.m. — 

Quilting 

10 a.m.-Noon— 

Upkeepers 

29 30 

11:15 a.m. —               

Enneagram  

via Zoom 

1-3 p.m. —  

Food Ministry 

31  



Mr. Michael Recycles Bicycles sponsored this year's  

Cranksgiving 2021 St. Paul event. 

 

Cranksgiving 2021 was a great success!  On Saturday,          

November 20, 42 riders took off from Zion with the ringing of 

the bell.  They returned laden with food and sundries.  That,     

together with drop-ff donations from 7 anonymous people 

dropping off food, the event produced 510.60 pounds of 

food/sundry donations equal to $1,496.56 for our Thursday 

Food Program at Zion. 

A big to all who participated and to 

Mr. Michael, Benita Jerry and Carolyn  

who made this “cranksgiving” possible. 

Mr Michael —- Carolyn —- Jerry —- Benita 


