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Dear Friends of Zion, 

“Who is ringing the bell?” We looked at each other during our Thursday gathering in puzzlement. 

Not the doorbell, mind you, but the church bell. I entered the sanctuary and saw a young man pulling 

on the rope in the balcony. I asked him to stop and he did. We sat down and, although he was    

anxious and agitated, I got some of his story. He was addicted to amphetamines, which he took to 

feel “normal.” He grew up and had family in Hastings, MN. He was early twenties. He was homeless 

and it was getting cold.  

He said he needed help. We made some phone calls, including to his sister. Everyone encouraged 

him to go to the hospital and I offered to drive him there. He could not. He did not even stay for 

lunch. He got some coffee and a donut and left.  

I learned through this encounter that his only immediate options were to go to County Detox or to the 

ER at a hospital. Teen Challenge, where he wanted to go, could not schedule an intake appointment 

until the following week. He was scared of being “locked up in the psych ward again,” if he went to 

hospital.  

I am learning about homelessness from the stories in our community. From a woman who lived 

“outside” for 26 years. She now is in an apartment where she does cleaning in exchange for rent. 

But she says she does not feel safe in that place and wonders if she’d be safer on the street.  

A man who in his early 50s had a career, house, car, spouse and grown children, had a bout with 

mental illness (undiagnosed and untreated). He lost his job and could not find another. Lost        

marriage, house and eventually the car he slept in. “No one sets out to be homeless. I never would 

have thought it could happen to me.” He’s in a Catholic Charities apartment, but wants to work and 

recover the dignity he once felt. Yet he lost his teeth (as most do) in his long homelessness. Den-

tures seem out of reach. 

Housing is such an important issue in our community today. Affordable housing is hard to find for the 

growing population of seniors. Some of you have been forced to move for this reason. Housing is a 

health issue, a dignity issue, a community issue concerning all of us. Homelessness is on the rise. 

Because of our outreach with food and community, homelessness has become more for me/us more 

than an issue, it is has become personal—with names and faces and relationships. For now, it 

seems God is granting us the possibility of awareness—to learn from our sisters and brothers    

dealing with housing-insecurity, and the consequences of surviving homelessness.  

For me, that bell rung by Ben is still ringing. It is calling to see, to listen and to learn, not just from 

stats and studies, but from those who know by experience. Especially as the temperatures fall. 

 

Peace and Blessings, 

Pastor John Marboe 



Wednesday’s Bible Study at Wendy’sWednesday’s Bible Study at Wendy’sWednesday’s Bible Study at Wendy’s   

Everyone is invited to join in on this Bible Study at 12:30 p.m.Everyone is invited to join in on this Bible Study at 12:30 p.m.Everyone is invited to join in on this Bible Study at 12:30 p.m.   

      

 Bible study of the Letter to the Ephesians 

ALL Bible study’sALL Bible study’s                             

are open for everyone. 

If you need a ride,  

please call the church  

 651-645-0851 

“Called by God’s grace to celebrate and share the love of God in our neighborhood” 
—Zion’s Mission Statement 

 Via de Cristo Renewal Group  

Meets November 14th 

at 2:00 p.m. in Fellowship Hall 

Wendy’s is located at Wendy’s is located at Wendy’s is located at 

1770 University Ave W, 1770 University Ave W, 1770 University Ave W, 

St. Paul 55104St. Paul 55104St. Paul 55104 

Circle Bible Study Group 

Will meet on November 25th 

at 1 pm in the  

Annex. 

 

Lesson is from the  

November’s Gather Magazine 



October’s 
Financials 

        
Income     $5,877.97 

 

Bills paid   $6,840.49 

 

The church council voted to close out the 
Endowment Fund ($1059.22) which was 
with Thrivent Financial and the Memorial 
Fund ($757.32), a savings fund that has 
seen little activity.  

The amount ($1,821.54) was transferred  
into the general fund to be directed towards 
paying for the replacement of the air       
conditioning system.  We have received all 
of the equipment for that replacement and 
the $6,500.00 cost for that has been paid.   

Installation will be 
scheduled when        
available. 

 

Janet Quarn, 

Scripture Readings 

November  
 

November 3 –  All Saints Sunday   

 

Daniel 7:1-3, 15-18  

Psalm 149   

Ephesians 1:11-23  

Luke 6:20-31 

 

November 10 – Twenty-third Sunday of Pentecost 

  

Job 19:23-27a  

Psalm 17:1-9   

2 Thessalonians 2:1-5, 13-17  

Luke 20:27-38 

 

November 17 – Twenty-fourth Sunday of Pentecost 

  

Malachi 4:1-2a 

Psalm 98   

2 Thessalonians 3:6-13  

Luke 21:5-19 

 

November 24 – Christ the King Sunday   

 

Jeremiah 23:1-6  

Psalm 46   

Colossians 1:11-20  

Luke 23:33-43 



FOR ALL SUNDAYS 

IN November 

Marge Ullerich 

Hester May 

Ginger Baumgart 

Sue Widerski 

A L T A R   

 C A R E 

 

 

 

Janet Quarn 

Communion Helpers 

are 
Janet Quarn 

Carol Johnson 

Offering Counters 

 

November 3rd 

Janet Quarn / Carol Johnson 

 

November 10th 

William Waugh / Sandra Luchsinger 

 

November 17th 

Tom Mathison / volunteer 

 

November 24th 

Janet Quarn / Carol Johnson 

 

December 1st 

William Waugh / Sandra Luchsinger 

 

December 8th 

Tom Mathison / volunteer 

WORSHIP ASSISTANTS — NOVEMBER 

Scripture Readers: 

11/3 — Marlin Osthus 

11/10 — Sean McDonald 

and Mira Kehoe 

11/17 — Sue Widerski 

11/24 — Sara Hunter 



FOOD MINISTRY at ZION 

Each Thursday we distribute food for our  

neighbors and friends.   

 

Please come at 1 pm for a free lunch  

and then stay for a free grocery bag of food.   

 

Come a little earlier for coffee and fellowship! 

ALL ARE WELCOME! 

“Called by God’s grace to celebrate and share the love of God in our neighborhood” 
—Zion’s Mission Statement 

Zion Lutheran Church  

on Sunday mornings:      

Text Study:  9 a.m. 

Church Service at 10:00 a.m.     

Sunday   School / Confirmation:  11:15 a.m. 

1st half  Congregational meeting following the service on November 17th 

with a Potluck lunch to follow. 

Sunday, December 1st:  Violin Music at Worship Service 

 

Fellowship time right after service  in back of Sanctuary. 

 

Video tapes of our Sunday worship services are available  on line at Zion’s     

   website:  www.zlcmidway.org 



Tom & Kim Rice 

November 28th 

Saturday, November  23rd; 1 to 4 pm  

Mr. Michael’s Bicycle “Cranksgiving”  

Event 

November 2nd — Sue Widerski 

November 7th — Bernice Kodada 

November 8th — Adam Mathison 

November 11th — Lumin Johnson 

November 11th — Mitchell Waugh 

November 15th — Les LaBoda 

November 23rd — Rebecca Mathison 

 Saturday, December 14th:  9 am to Noon 

“Bandcake” Breakfast with the Bloodwashed Band 

Bazaar & Bake Sale 




